LESSON #9
"IS THE CHURCH OF CHRIST A DENOMINATION?"
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INTRODUCTION:

On Sunday morning many people will enter a church building with a certain name over the door
and go through a certain form, ritual or program that reflects the heart of their faith.

Others of them enter another building a few doors away over which is another name, and they go
through a different form, ritual, or program that somewhat reflects the fundamentals of their

faith. Still others go elsewhere and do differently. And, so on and on it goes.

Often the father of a family goes to one church, the mother to another, and the children to a third
so no favoritism is shown to either parent.

It's got so it's like a child in a candy store. There is just so much to choose from.
How do you decide? How do you choose from 500 or so different groups?
There are many reasons why people choose one church over another.

1. The most important people belong to that church.

2. That church has 1,000 members.

3. That church is small in number.

4. That church is friendly.

5. That church has a beautiful building.

6. I like the way the preacher talks and combs his hair.
7. It's so close to home.

8. Mother and daddy went there.

Thousands of people are selecting a church just for these reasons. Finally a selection is made for
whatever the reason may be. Most of the time without helps, from the Bible.
When people are asked, "Of what denomination are you?" we get many different answers.

DENOMINATIONALISM

1. Many bodies or churches.
2. Founded by men.

3. Human heads

4. Human creeds

5. Wear human names

6. Follow men

7. Churches unknown to Bible
8. Preach many gospels

9. Many faiths

10. Many baptisms



Let's turn to the Bible and ask Paul, Peter, James, John..

BIBLE

1. One body or church Matthew 16:18; I Corinthians 12:20

2. Founded by Christ Matthew 16:18
3. Christ is the Head Colossians 1:18
4. Bible as only creed II Timothy 3:16,17

5. Glorify God in name I Peter 4:16.
6.Condemned in the Bible I Corinthians 1:10-13
7.Church is in the Bible Romans 16:16

8. Condemned Galatians 1:8, 9
9. One faith Ephesians 4:5
10. One baptism Ephesians 4:5

Throughout the Bible religious division or denominationalism has been condemned as sinful. If it
were sinful in the first century, it is just as sinful today. Our problem is that you and I were born
into a world of denominations.

THE DARK AGES OF THE CHURCH

FALLING AWAY PREDICTED

Galatians 1:6-9 Paul witnessed the apostasy

I Timothy 4:1-5 Holy Spirit predicted apostasy

II Timothy 4:1-5 People would turn from Truth

II Thessalonians 2:3-5 Apostasy would come into the church
Acts 20:28 Apostasy would come into the eldership.

FALLING AWAY CONDEMNED

Psalms 127:1 The Lord must build the house
Mark 7:7, 8 Doctrine of men produces vain worship
Matthew 15:13, 14 Man made churches will be rooted up.

Matthew 7:21 We must do the Will of



i Yeads a[qIg 9y I 1971

(OI: 10D [) ‘dwspnl auins oy}
U1 pup puid 2ws Yy} ul 12y1a303 paurol Appoafiad aq af pyp pnq nod
SUOWD SUOISIAIP OU 2q 242Y] DY) pun ‘Suty} suwns ayy yvads Jpv ad 1y}
‘IS11Y ) SNSaL pAOT A0 Jo duivu Y] &G ULYJ24q ‘N0L YI292SIq [ MON]

[[9ssSNY safIey))
uIA[e) uyor
NMYM "D WIITH
I1I 9oejiuoyg
AJ[SIAA Uyor
prug ydasop
[epuey urweluag
SUWRBI[[IAA 1930y
JIIITIAL WBT[ITAA

PL8I
SEST
981
909

6CL1
0¢81
08LI
6¢91
1£81

BIUBAJASUUD
PUBLIIZIIMG
$139SNYIBSSBIA]
A3 ‘mioy
pug[duy ‘uopuor|
*X°N ‘8I9udg

*IJ°'N Weyan(q MIN
T UIPIAOCL]
$139SNYIBSSBIA]

SISSAUIIAA S JeAOyd[
Yo.any)) UBLIIIAQSIIJ
WISHUIAPY AB(] -YIUIAIS
d[oYIe) uBWOoY

go.my) ISIpoyIoA
Y2.1ny)) UOULIOJA]
isndeq [[om 294,

isndeq ugdLRWY
WISTJUIAPY

SNOILLVNIINONAA 40O NIDITHO

6 UOSSDT 14DY")



	Foundations of Faith
	Index
	Lesson 1
	Lesson 2
	Lesson 3
	Lesson 4
	Lesson 5
	Lesson 6
	Lesson 7
	Lesson 8
	Lesson 9
	Lesson 10
	Lesson 11
	Lesson 12
	Lesson 13
	Lesson 14
	Lesson 15
	Lesson 16
	Lesson 17
	Lesson 18
	Lesson 19
	Lesson 20
	Lesson 21
	Lesson 22
	Lesson 23
	Lesson 24
	Lesson 25
	Lesson 26
	Lesson 27
	Lesson 28
	Lesson 29
	Lesson 30
	Lesson 31
	Lesson 32
	Lesson 33 & 34
	Lesson 35 & 36
	Lesson 37
	Lesson 38
	Lesson 39


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




